Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 292 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.047; wR factor = 0.150; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.8.
The title compound, C 15 H 16 N 2 , contains two aromatic rings linked through an imino group. The molecule exhibits an E configuration with respect to the C N bond. The dihedral angle between the aromatic rings is 61.96 (1) .
Related literature
For the physical properties and physiological activity of Schiff bases, see : Hodnett & Dunn (1970) ; Nyarku & Mavuso (1998) ; Tang & Vanslyke (1987) ; Yu et al. (2001) . For related structures, see: Ahmet et al. (1994) ; Nakai et al. (1976) ; Wang & Wang (2007 , 2008 .
Experimental
Crystal data Á min = À0.14 e Å
À3
Data collection: DIFRAC (Gabe et al., 1993 ); cell refinement: NRCVAX (Gabe et al., 1989) ; data reduction: NRCVAX; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia,1997); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
N,N-Dimethyl-4-[(E)-phenyliminomethyl]aniline
L. Zheng, X. Yin, C. Yang, Y. Li and S. Yin Comment Schiff base, because of its unique light, electric, magnetic and other physical material properties (Tang & Vanslyke, 1987; Yu et al., 2001) , good coordination chemistry performance, unique anti-bacterial, anti-cancer and other physiological activities (Nyarku & Mavuso, 1998; Hodnett & Dunn, 1970) , has aroused broad, systematic and in-depth theoretical and applied research. Several crystal sturctures of schiff bases, which are closely related to the title compound, have been reported (eg., Ahmet et al., 1994; Nakai et al., 1976; Wang & Wang, 2008; Wang & Wang, 2007) . We report herein the crystal sturcture of the title schiff base, N,
The molecule of the title compound ( Fig. 1) adopts an E configuration probably owing to the steric effect. The C(10)-N(2)-C(9)-C(6) and C(7)-C(6)-C(9)-N(2) torsion angles are -176.70 (15) and 9.2 (3)°, respectively. There are no intermolecular hydrogen-bonding interactions in the crystal structure. The packing is essentially stabilized via van der Waals forces.
Experimental
To a solution of N,N-dimethyl-4-aminobenzaldehyde (0.75 g, 5 mmol) in ethanol (10 ml) and aniline (0.91 ml, 10 mmol) were added three drops of acetic acid as a catalyst. The mixture was heated to reflux and the reaction monitored by TLC.
After completion of the reaction, on cooling to room temperature, crystals were obtained. Colourless crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethyl acetate solution at room temperature.
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å) and included in the refinement using a riding model, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (methylene C, aromatic C), U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (methyl C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level.
N,N-Dimethyl-4-[(E)-phenyliminomethyl]aniline
Crystal data 
Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer R int = 0.012
Radiation source: fine-focus sealed tube θ max = 25.5º
Monochromator: graphite θ min = 2.3º 
